instruments by his efforts to fly by visual
reference to the fights, and he was pmb.llﬁ
further distracted by the copilot's activides in
the cockpirt as the lacter attempred to solve the
communication problem.  These  divarsions
coupled wish the possibility of an optical iliu-
sion, which could have caused the pilor o
believe he was higher than he actually was, and
the cxisting wind conditions, resulted in an
cxcessive descent rate which was not derecied
until it was too late to prevent the accidenc

The Board considered the possibility thar the
corrective lenses wquuud for botl pilots might
have playud a part in the cause of the accident
The captain’s glasses were intended to correct a
near-vision deficiency only and he was wearing
his glasses during the approach. There ws
nothing in his medical record that indicated a
deficiency of distance vision, depthi preception,
or other vision problems. The copilot was also
required to possess corrective lenses for near
vision. He was not required to wear them while
exercising the privilege of his certificate. The
Assistant Eastern Regional Flight Surgeon, FAA,
stated thatr the condition of the copilor’s eves
should not have compromised his ability to sce
the radio frequency displays i the cockpir.

The Board detcrmines that the probable cause
ot this accident was: The failure of the pilot o
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recognize the wind shear condition and cumpen-
sate for it; the lack of crew coordinagion in that
the copilor did not monitor the approach duc to
a sclt-induced  communications problem  and
fafled to warn the pilor that the aireraft was too
low; and the diversion of the pilot's acteition
from his primary task of completing the ap-
proach and knding. These conditions vesulicd in
a mismanaged 1LY and landing approach and the
continuation of the desecent into ground ob-
struceions.

RECOMMENDATIONS

There are numerous obsoructions in . ap-
proach area to Runway 4 that invrude into the
airspace. Although nor o dircet causal factor in
this accident, theh Lick of conspicuity ne have
shortened  the wurning time available w the
crew. Therefore, the ;u.\:d recotmmends rhat:

The FAA, in cunjunction with the opro-
priate local wnd Federal agencies, nitiae o
program o remove  these obsoricnons
Pending this removal. these obseractions
should be marked and Bighred so a0 be
clearly detecrable dav and nighs
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